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meet our staff

STEVE HOPKINS coordinates the EPA Section 319 grant portion of the DNR Watershed 
Improvement Program, which oversees Iowa watershed projects along with the DNR’s 
partners. Steve works with various agencies and watershed groups, including DNR, DSC, 
NRCS and EPA, to collaborate in helping local watershed projects assess, plan and implement 
activities to improve water quality.  Steve has worked with water quality issues for the DNR 
since 2000, has experience as a watershed project coordinator and county sanitarian, and has 
run a family dairy farm. Steve has a B.A. from Luther College and an M. S. in Land Resources 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Stephen.Hopkins@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 281-6402.
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ADAM KIEL has worked with DNR Watershed Improvement since 2005. Adam provides 
GIS technical support for mapping watershed priority areas, and support and training for 
watershed assessments, such as stream and land cover assessments. He also helps projects 
quantify success by estimating sediment and nutrient reductions from conservation 
practices. He received his B.S. in Geography and Environmental Studies from the University of 
Iowa.  Prior to joining the DNR, Adam worked on the Upper Iowa River Watershed Project in 
northeast Iowa. Adam.Kiel@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 242-6149.

JESSIE BROWN has worked with the DNR Communications Bureau since 2003, with a 
focus on water quality and the Watershed Improvement Program. Jessie works one-on-one 
with watershed project coordinators, helping create communications plans and strategies, 
reviewing public relations materials and answering questions about projects’ Information 
and Education (“I&E”) efforts. She also leads the Watershed Improvement Program’s statewide 
communications efforts. Jessie is a graduate of the University of Iowa with degrees in 
Journalism and Mass Communication and Communications Studies.  
Jessie.Brown@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 281-5131.

KYLE AMENT is the DNR Watershed Improvement project officer for the northern half of the 
state, working with watershed projects on planning, development and oversight, contracts 
and more. Kyle graduated from Iowa State University in 2000, with a B.S. in Animal Ecology/
Fisheries Management. Before becoming a project 
officer, Kyle worked with DNR Air Quality, the Palo 
Alto Soil and Water Conservation District and the 
University of Iowa Hygienic Lab.  
Kyle.Ament@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 242-6196.

RACHEL GLAZA covers southern Iowa as a 
Project Officer for DNR Watershed Improvement.  
Rachel helps watershed projects with planning, 
development and oversight, contracts and more. 
She earned her B.S. in Environmental Sciences 
from Iowa State University and has worked for the DNR in Animal Feeding Operations and 
Wastewater since 2004. Rachel.Glaza@dnr.iowa.gov or (515) 281-8158.
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Your regional watershed coordinator is your first stop for any question on watershed projects in Iowa. Regional coordinators 
can help you identify water quality problems, answer your planning questions and help you apply for a Watershed Planning 
Assistance Grant. Regional coordinators also help you get your project on the ground and can provide technical assistance 
and training on the watershed approach.

VINCE SITZMANN
Regional watershed coordinator for southeast Iowa
(515) 242-6008
Vince.Sitzmann@iowaagriculture.gov
Wallace State Office Building, 
502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines

JERRY NEPPEL
Watershed Planning Assistance Grants, 
Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB)
(515) 281-3599
Jerry.Neppel@iowaagriculture.gov
Wallace State Office Building, 
502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines

BOB WATERS
Regional watershed coordinator for western Iowa
(712) 243-2913 ext. 207
Bob.Waters@iowaagriculture.gov
Atlantic USDA Service Center
507 West Seventh St.

JEff TISL 
Regional watershed coordinator for northeast Iowa
(563) 422-6201
Jeff.Tisl@iowaagriculture.gov
West Union USDA Service Center
120 North Industrial Parkway #4

DAVE BECK
Iowa NRCS Watershed Planning Leader
(515) 323-2232 
Dave.Beck@ia.usda.gov
Neal Smith Federal Building, Room 693
210 Walnut, Des Moines
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